Histopathology and immunofluorescent immunoglobulins in asthmatics with aspirin idiosyncrasy.
Nearly 700 specimens of polyps and sinus tissues from 12 patients with asthma and aspirin idiosyncrasy were studied with histochemical and immunofluorescent immunoglobulin techniques. Hematoxylin-eosin, Giemsa, and Wright's stains were used for the histochemical analyses. Immunofluorescent antibodies for IgG, IgA, IgM, IgE, IgD, anti-C3, albumin, and fibrin were used. There was a uniform inflammatory reaction in all the tissues. A thick basement membrane and epithelial changes were also present. Immunofluorescent immunoglobulins were consistent in quantity and location in these tissues. IgG, IgA, and IgM were associated with inflammation. IgE was present in all the specimens, but this does not necessarily indicate a reagin-mediated reaction. Anti-C3 excluded the possibility of a hereditary absence of C1 esterase inhibitor.